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Ke had been born in England or America, and in our
day, instead of in Palestine nineteen centuries, ago.

They assume that to Him nothing could have been

*

unknown then which has since become known to
us, and consequently that the findings of modern
historical criticism and physical science cannot be
final if they are contrary to any word of His.    But
this is surely a way of thinking about the Incarna-
tion which can be justified neither by Scripture nor
reason.    Christ,   our   ancient   creed   teaches   us,
" was made man," but not " man " simply; He was
born a man of a particular race, and at a particular
period in the world's history.    In other words,
the Incarnation is an event in time, and as such
must: be interpreted in the light of the history to
which it belongs.    Whatever may be known of the
nature of our Lord's human consciousness must
be sought for, not along the hazardous heights of
abstract speculation, but by the lowly path of
simple fidelity to the facts of the New Testament
story.    And with every step along that path the
conviction slowly strengthens that on matters such
as this now under  discussion,  the thoughts  of
Jesus were, in the main, the thoughts of His con-
temporaries.    For example, even the most orthodox
theologians to-day are coming to recognize alike
the futility and the folly of the appeal to Christ
against the conclusions of modern Biblical criticism.